
FISHING PROSPECTS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Water temperature and water clarity will be the keys to the fishing in February.  Sunny 
afternoons that warm the water will help.  As the month progresses and temperatures warm 
up the fishing should improve.  Keep an eye on storm fronts.  Fishing is usually better right 
before a front moves through.  As the front passes through stirring up the water and 
reducing the water clarity the result will be poorer fishing for several days. 
 
For the latest information on license requirements, open seasons, sizes and possession 
limits check the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission website for at www.myfwc.com.    
 
SNOOK 
In our area (Everglades National Park, Gulf of Mexico, and Monroe County) the snook 
season is closed, until March 1.  Catch and release of snook is permitted so minimize the 
handling of any snook caught and return them to the water as quickly as possible.  
 
Warmer days will help the snook fishing as the snook will move to avoid cold water.  Snook 
will be found in protected locations where the water is relatively warmer.  Explore further 
into the backcountry, up rivers and creeks.  Structures worth checking include deep holes 
near oyster bars and docks.   
 
REDFISH 
The reds may be found in the holes around the oyster bars.  In the afternoon if the sun 
warms the water enough the reds will move into the shallow grassy areas. 
 
TROUT 
With the continuing cooler weather trout may well be the fish of the month.  During the top 
half of the tide expect trout to be over the grass beds.  During the lower half of the tide 
check the holes in the back bays. 
 
TARPON 
Tarpon are unlikely to be encountered until the weather warms up. 
 
POMPANO 
The cold weather and cooler water temperature should result in improved pompano fishing.  
Look for pompano in the passes and over the grass beds.  Try working a shrimp or small 
crab pattern right on the bottom. 
 
OTHERS 
Sheepshead will be found in holes in the backcountry, around structure such as docks and 
oyster bars, and near the passes.  Jacks and ladyfish should also be around despite the 
cold.   
 

http://www.myfwc.com/

