
The following are the Backcountry Fly Fishers club announcements for July 2016.   
 
 
 NO MEETINGS IN JUNE, JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: – Monday, October 10th 
Time: 6:30 P.M. 
Place: Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
 
PROGRAM 
Speaker: To be announced 
Topic: To be announced 
To be announced  
 
DEMONSTRATION:  
To be announced 
 
 
OUTINGS  
 
No outings in June, July, August, September 
 
For any concerns or questions regarding outings, please contact Jan Sadlo, Outings Director, at 
(239) 298-0754 or jansadlo11@gmail.com. Thanks for your participation.  
 
All outings are intended for members only and are one of the benefits of membership.   
 
 
FLY TYING  
Next fly tying class to be announced  
 
 
BFF CASTING CLASSES 
Next casting class will be in October.  
 
 
ANDROS BONEFISHING IN MARCH 2017 
Leland and Marles Frankman are going to Andros Island to bonefish March 7 through 14, 2017.  
They are staying at Two Boys Inn.  Lee has informed me that there are two spots still open that 
week at Two Boys Inn.  If you are interested in joining Lee and Marles contact Lee at 
flyfishinglawyer@comcast.net for more information.  
 
 
ESTERO BAY CLEANUP EVENT 
In case you missed the email I sent last week about the Estero Bay cleanup event.  The following is a 
repeat of the information. 
 
BFF member, Tom James is working on a documentary on the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve and would 
like to include a Backcountry Fly Fishers cleanup event.  If any members with kayaks or skiffs are 
interested in helping with a cleanup of fishing line and trash from some of the islands and mangrove 
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shorelines in Estero Bay please contact Mac Hatcher (nfn05533@naples.net or 239 394 2487).  Mac 
will work with those interested to set up a compatible date. 
 
 
FISHING PROSPECTS FOR JULY 
July is the time for fishing early in the day and late in the day.  Midday can get too hot for humans 
and for the fish, so take a break and go back out after the afternoon storms have passed through.  
This is also a good time of year to consider using bug spray.  
 
Two factors affecting the fish and the fishing this time of year are the rain and the barometric 
pressure.  The rain can have a dampening affect on the fishing (pun intended).  Too much rain 
increases the freshwater in the bays and reduces the salinity of the water.  Not sure if this causes 
the fish to lose their appetite or they simply move out of the bays, but in either case fishing slows 
down.  If there is a lot of rain this month try fishing near the passes during the incoming tide when 
salinity will be higher.  In the summer the frequent afternoon thunderstorms cause significant 
variability in the barometric pressure.  The variation in the barometric pressure results in 
unpredictable fishing.  Significant change in the barometric pressure can cause the fish to stop 
feeding.  On the positive side sometimes after the afternoon storm passes the cooler air and a 
slight change in barometric pressure will trigger an increase in fish activity. 
 
Water clarity is usually good in July which means great sight fishing opportunities.  When the fish 
are easy to see they are usually easy to spook.  This is also another reason to fish early in the 
morning or late in the evening when the light is low and visibility is reduced.  The wind is one 
factor that can impact water clarity.  Normally in July the wind is out of the east and everything is 
fine.  However, if the wind is out of the west it can make the surf rough along the beaches and 
muddy the water in the backcountry. 
 
For the latest information on license requirements, open seasons, sizes and possession limits check 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission website for at www.myfwc.com.    
 
SNOOK 
The closed season for snook on the gulf and in ENP continues through August.  So minimize the 
handling of any snook caught and return them to the water as quickly as possible.  Snook will be 
found in the backwaters and along beaches and islands whenever schools of bait are present.  If 
catching giant linesiders is of interest consider fishing the passes at night.  If you do wear lots of 
bug spray because there will be mosquitoes, lots of mosquitoes. White flies like a ‘DT’ or your 
favorite baitfish pattern will work well when going after snook. 
 
REDFISH 
Look for redfish on the current side of oyster bars on the outgoing tide and likewise on the 
incoming tide.  Shrimp and crab patterns are the most commonly used flies for redfish, but at 
times small baitfish patterns will also work. 
 
TROUT 
Trout can be found schooling over grass beds on the higher part of the tide and also in the deep 
runs along the islands in the backcountry.  Shrimp and baitfish patterns work well for trout.  
Chartreuse and white clousers also work well.  
 
TARPON 
Juvenile tarpon can be found in the creeks in the backcountry and a few larger tarpon may still be 
found in the passes.   
 
 
Sharks 
Sharks can be found in the passes and larger bays and in the near off-shore waters. 
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MEMBERS LOOKING TO BUY 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Kayak – Jim Patchett is looking to buy a kayak.  If you have one you would like to sell contact Jim 
at 239-851-0250 or by email at jimpatchett@aol.com 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
FOR SALE BY MEMBERS 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Sage Method 890-4  8wt, 9’, 4 pc rod for sale for $575.  It is in near new condition; however it 
does not come with a rod tube.  All I have done is lawn cast the rod.  The previous owner did use it 
on the water.  Price includes shipping in the CONUS.  If you need it to go to Canada, let’s talk.  The 
rod retails new for $850. 
  
Michael Santangelo 
mikeonthefly@gmail.com 
206 465 4032 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
KAYAK – Moken 10 Lite kayak in Desert Camo  
For more details go to http://feelfreeus.com/kayaks/fishing-kayaks/moken-10-lite/ or call Mike 
Franz at 239-269-5016. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have some fishing equipment you would like to sell send the necessary information to 
bffinfo@flyfishingnaples.com and it will be posted on the website and added to future monthly 
announcements. 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Go to the club website http://www.flyfishingnaples.com for: 
 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS found on the Events & Program Page under the Programs tab. 
 
GALLERY PAGE can always use new photos.  If you have any pictures you would like to share 
send them to me at the email address below.  I am sensitive to the FWC current position about 
taking pictures of tarpon and proper handling of fish.  Therefore, pictures of tarpon in the boat or 
pictures of fish held vertically will not be posted on the website. 
 
GUIDE/OUTFITTER PAGE provides information about local and not so local guides.  Do you know 
a guide that gives great service?  Send me their contact information, preferably email, website, 
and phone number, and I will add them.   
 
If you have any suggestions regarding the email announcements or the website please let me 
know. 
 
Tight Lines, 
 
Ralph Pike 
BFF Communications Director 
Naples, FL 
913-486-5449 cell 
bffinfo@flyfishingnaples.com 
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